
With the help of a £7,300 grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Gwent Branch of 
the Western Front Association is making 
preparations to ensure that the centenary 
of 1918 armistice is fully commemorated in 
Newport through a series of events during 
2018.
 To commemorate Annie Brewer, possibly 
the most highly decorated nurse of the First 
World War, a plaque will be unveiled on her 
former home in West Street Newport. (Date to 
be arranged.)
 The work of St Woolos Hospital as a 
major war hospital between 1915 and 1919 
will be marked in cooperation with Aneurin 
Bevan Health Board through the placing of 
a special plaque outside the hospital and a 
photograph of the 1918 staff inside. 
 With the help of Gwent Archives we 
will be holding public training sessions in using 
original documents to find out more about the 
Great War in Gwent. 
 Guided walks will take place up Stow Hill 
to identify buildings of significance to the Great 
War, while tours of St Woolos Cemetery in Risca 
Road will tell the stories of some of the 170 
victims of the conflict who are buried there.
 On Friday November 9th, three local 
primary schools will be giving presentations at 
St Woolos Cathedral in front of an audience of 
parents. The presentations will deal with various 
aspects of Newport in the Great War.  
Saturday 10 November will be ‘public day’ 
at the cathedral with stalls, music, talks, re-
enactors and other activities. If you belong to an 

organisation or an individual with a particular 
interest in the Great War and would like a stall 
at the event or would like to participate in any 
other way, we would love to hear from you. 

Steel Remembered
Steel Remembered is a collaborative project 
led by Linc Cymru, the organisation behind the 
restoration of Newport’s Lysaght Institute. 
The project seeks to uncover the real-life stories 
of Lysaght’s Orb steel workers who went to 
war in 1914-1918 - those who came back and 
those who are commemorated by the Orb Steel 
Works War Memorial. Through a combination 
of special events, workshops and outreach 
programmes, the project team, which includes 
the local community, is providing opportunities 
for people of all ages to take an active part 
in the research, learn new skills and create a 
digital archive that can be shared across the 
world.
 Many of the employees of the Orb works 
served in the forces during both world wars and 
in 1924 the works commemorated 121 of those 
from the First World War with a plaque which 
was mounted on a specially built memorial 
within the works’ grounds. After the Second 
World War a further plaque was added.
Since then, plaques commemorating those from 
the 1914-18 conflict from the Lysaght’s factory in 
Wolverhampton and those from Newport-based 
Stewarts and Lloyds from 1939-45, were placed 
at the works too.
For more details see steelremembered.org.
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Gwent WFA’s ‘Journey’s End’ 
project to commemorate the 
centenary of the armistice 
at the end of World War One 
continues.
On 6th July we unveiled a plaque at St Woolos 
Hospital commemorating its work as a major 
military hospital. An information leaflet has been 
placed in reception along with a staff photograph 
from 1918. 
The successor unit to the hospital is the 203 Field 
Hospital (Army Reserve) based in Cardiff and 
the unveiling was performed by its second-in-
command, Lieutenant Colonel Simon Lawrence. 

The ceremony was also attended by Captain Danny 
Austin of 203 Field Hospital, Jayne Bryant AM, 
Bronagh Scott, Director of Nursing at Aneurin Bevan 
Health Trust, Keith Dunn, Secretary General of St 
John Cymru, Cllr. Mark Whitcutt, Deputy Leader of 
Newport City Council, NCC Cabinet Member, Cllr. 
David Mayer, Stow Hill ward councillors  Miqdad al-
Nuami and Kate Thomas, Plaque designer, Danielle 
Mayer plus children from Stow Hill Primary School, 
whose buildings were used as a nurses’ home 
during the war. 

Peter Strong, Chair of Gwent Branch of the Western 
Front Association said:  “We are very pleased to be 
able to display the plaque at St Woolos Hospital and 
hope that it will help to widen local awareness and 
recognition of the importance of the hospital during 
the Great War.”  

Free 
Monthly 
tours of 
the First 
World War 
graves in 
St Woolos 
Cemetery 
conducted 
by Richard 
Frame.
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FREE MONTHLY TOURS
January to October 2018
10 am, 2nd Wednesday each month

Meet at main gate Bassaleg Road
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facebook.com/newportremembers
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St Woolos Military Hospital plaque designed by Danielle Mayer



JOURNEY’S END AT ST WOOLOS
On Friday 9 November three local primary 
schools will be giving presentations at St 
Woolos Cathedral in front of an audience of 
parents. 

Saturday 10 November (10.30-4.30) will be 
‘public day’ at the cathedral with stalls, music, 
talks, re-enactors and other activities. 

The event is free and is suitable for all the 
family. Drop in for an hour or stay all day. If you 
belong to an organisation or are an individual 
with a particular interest in the Great War and 
would like a stall at the event, or would like to 
participate in any other way, we would love to 
hear from you. 
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 Gwent Archives 
REMEMBERING 

THE GREAT WAR 
1914—1918 

Congress Theatre, Cwmbran  NP44 1PL 

Wednesday, 3 October 2018 

 10.00am — 4.00pm 

             ALL ARE WELCOME 
                       (no booking required) 

             Just pop in or stay all day, suitable for the whole family 

the LIFe AND Letters oF PrIvAte WILLIAm o’BrIeN 
A local boy who went to war 

PROGRAMME 
St Woolos Cathedral Newport
SATURDAY, 10 NOVEMBER 2018, 10.30-4.30pm

Just pop in or stay all day
Suitable for the whole family

Gwent branch
Western Front Association

www.gwentwfa.org.uk   
01291 425638.

GWENT REMEMBERS

JOURNEY’S END

A day of events to mark the centenary 
of the end of the First World War.

1918-2018

•Music •Film             
•Talks •Re-enactors
•Stalls •Exhibitions

•Refreshments
•Free Entry

READ OUR COLUMN IN THE ARGUS
A ‘Journey’s End’ column appears in the South 
Wales Argus every Friday. Look out for its 
stories not just of major people and events but 
also of little known aspects of the Great War in 
Gwent 100 years ago.

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION
GWENT BRANCH 2018
We meet on the 4th Wednesday of alternate 
months at the Constitutional Club, Park Road, 
Abergavenny NP7 5TR. Unless otherwise 
stated, meetings begin at 7.30. Visitors 
welcome.

Wednesday 26 September: 
The Welsh Metropolitan War Hospital, 
Cardiff.    Speaker: Dr Ian Beech. 

Wednesday 28 November: to be announced.


